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OFF THE EDITOR’S CHEST 


| Saree MERS WHO have been holding on to thei 
pocketbooks rather tightly are now beginning to 
relax their grip slightly at least in certain fields. The 
textile industry, for example, which has been in the 
doldrums for some time, is experiencing a noticeable 
pickup in sales. Men's suits are also expected to be 
bought in greater numbers this year than last. No one 
has come up with a really comprehensive analysis of 
the reasons why consumers have not spent as much 
money on clothing and textiles as has been their custom 
in earlier vears, but it is quite possible that the poor 
quality and performance, particularly ot ready-made 
varments, may have been a deterring factor 

Just why fabrics should be turned out and made up 
into women's dresses that can neither be dry cleaned 
nor washed is a mystery, and seems an outrage to the 
iverage consumer lhe kindest explanation is that the 
dress industry has been so long preoccupied with styl 
color, line, drape, hand, and general external appearance 
that it has given little if any thought to performance 
washability, or dry cleanability, or how a garment will 
behave under an iron when it is pressed at home The 
situation has become so serious that members of the 
New York Neighborhood Cleansers Association have 
requested the Federal Trade Commission to make an 
investigation and establish fair trade practice rules 
requiring suitable descriptive labels in ready-made 
garments rhe excellent laboratory of the National 
Institute of Cleaners and Dyers is constantly encoun 
tering problem garments where a local dry cleaner has 
been blamed for ruining a garment that was not made 
to withstand dry cleaning satisfactorily under any 
circumstances. Moire patterns disappear; nylon net 
loses its crispness when the resin finish dissolves in the 
cleaning fluid; trimmings run into the body of the 
dress; patterns of certain applied materials disappear 
and garments shrink so as to be unwearable Phen 
there are taffetas that go limp in cleaning because the 
have not been properly treated to stand dry cleaning, 
and belts that will stand neither washing nor dry 
cleaning 

Men probably have less difficulty with their garments 
than women because they have less interest in chang: 
of stvle and novelty of fabric, but even in the men's 
wear held, at a textile trade conference last fall, a top 
executive of a large New York department store re 
ommended the use of better and more accurate labe ling 

(Continued on page 29 
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Consumers’ Research functions to provide unbiased 
information on goods bought by ultimate consumers 
For then benefit (not tor business or industry) and 
solely with the funds they provide, CR carries on tests 
and research on a wide variety of goods, materials 
and appliances, and publishes the findings in CR 
Bulletin. Consumers’ Research is a non-profit in 
stitution, and is organized and operates as a scientific 
technical, and educational organization 

Scientific and Technical Sta and Editors: F. J 
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SECONDHAND APPLIANCES are getting to be quite a business, reports The 
Wall Street Journal, which forecasts the possibility that it may rival the 
used-car industry. With near-saturation of the market for new appliances 
and the problem of taking in an old appliance on a trade-in whenever a new 
one is sold, dealers have been forced to find some attractive means for mer- 
chandising the used device. Several of the big appliance manufacturers 
have set up comprehensive programs for handling trade-ins. Essential, of 
course, is a fresh coat of paint, and a compiete overhaul to put the equip- 
ment into working order. In various sections of the country, there are 
dealers specializing in used appliances. Among those mentioned by The Wall 
Street Journal are: J. Ellis Briggs, Kingston, N. Y.; Stucky Bros., Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; Emerson Piano House, Decatur, Ill.; and North Town Refrigera- 
tion Corp., Chicago. 


* * * 


THE FLUORIDATION OF MUNICIPAL DRINKING WATER in order to reduce the 
incidence of dental caries in children is a wasteful process, according to 
Prof. Jack E. McKee of the California Institute of Technology in its jour- 
nal Engineering and Science. Prof. McKee points out that only a small 
amount of the fluoridated water will be consumed by children and that the 
drinking of water by children is a variable factor that is influenced by 








muscular activity, as well as by atmospheric temperature and humidity The 
extreme variation in the quantity of water consumed by children may, in 
Prof. McKee’s opinion, account for the dental fluorosis in some children 


while others in the same community have dental caries. Prof. McKee’s own 
solution of the problem of administering fluorides to children over the 
critical period of one to 10 years of age is to add the required minute 
amount of sodium or calcium fluoride to milk, since he notes that milk c 
sumption by children is about 1.5 pints per day, and their consumption o 
the fluoridated milk would be more uniform than of water. 
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IF THAT BEAUTIFUL FUZZY SWEATER you received for Christmas is brushed 
rayon, be careful to stay away from open flames, lighted candles, logs burn- 
ing in the fireplace, lighted matches, and cigarettes. Last year "torch" 
sweaters, and several years ago cowboy suits, of highly flammable brushed 
rayon flared up and burned rapidly on contact with an open flame, causing 
severe burns and even death to their wearers. The advantage of the mate- 
rial is that it is less expensive than wool, as a rule. The National Fire 
Protection Association, according to an executive of a large fire insurance 
company, is endeavoring to set up standards for flammable fabrics, and no 
doubt in due course there will be some information for safeguarding consum- 
ers on the labels of all such garments. In the meantime, the Federal Trade 
Commission has issued an order to one company requiring it to label its 
brushed-rayon products as inflammable. 


* * 


FROZEN FOODS are found in the stores in such a variety of forms that 
the homemaker is hard put to it to make a wise selection. There are, of 
course, government grades for frozen fruits and vegetables, but the trying- 
it-out-on-the-family method is the only technique for evaluating pre—cooked 
foods. This field is so new that there are few if any public health stand- 
ards, rules, or regulations governing the distribution of such foods. One 
New Jersey public health official, however, has sounded a word of warning on 
the importance of keeping frozen foods at a temperature around zero until 
they are ready to be prepared for a meal. He noted that chicken a la king 
was a frozen product that needed particular watching, since several studies 
have shown that a wide range of samples inspected were high in coliform 
bacteria. 


* 
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THE LARGE-SCALE ADVERTISING FOR CHLORODENT that appeared in various 
newspapers early last fall is described as misleading and based on "overly- 
optimistic” claims, by the American Dental Association. The advertisements 





* 





(The continuation of this section is on page 33) 
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BASEBOARD 


of the latest and most promising meth 
ods of hea ing is through haseboard radi 


he long, low, heating units are made to 


tion I 
1 
I 


resemble conventional baseboards and are 


stalled along the outside walls of rooms in place 


of the usual wooden baseboards Phe, ire 


made either ol hollow cast-iron panels with or 


fins on th tubing 


Walls 


ht 11 mv ther he 


without back t finned 


installed behind a sheet-m« nclosure 


not occupied by. suk 
samc size 


trimmed with dumn of the 


and shape as the radiator, or fitted with 


ventional woodet! baseboards 


When 


board radiation h i pleasing and 


painted ton itch the woodwork, base- 


unobtrusive 


ippearance close Ispe 1 Iter required to 


observe the presence « itors In most 


the baseboard rendered 
] ‘ , " ll. 


icCss conspicuous recessing partial 


Sonn 


even 


into the walls tlacturers recommend 


ivainst this as tending to decrease the radiation 


and increase an‘ tendency to dirt-streak he 


walls The placement of furniture in front 


radiation should not materially 


etiect 


ol baseboard 


reduce the heating \dvantaves claimed 


for this method of heat distribution include 
the heat enters at the most desirable pomt, neat 
the floor height 


a minimum ol interruption ol 


ankle inconspicuousness 


wall space or 


United States Radiant Baseboard 
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RADIATION 


and 


the 


interierencs with furniture placement 


relatively unitorm temperatures throughout 
room, with only sma l rence between floor 
and ceil n 


} 


Baseboard ther 


individual 1 liators San 


piper 
two pipe ol hot Wa I iting 
weVCT il 


is one or which 
adiators round ri ry the 


t In 


the 


em, poses a 
tt bedroom 


epel nt the 


} remain 


1) b 


is those 


house Chis ! overcome 


means ot by pass Valves and es, such 


\ irren Webster 


short <« 


supphed by whereby unwanted 


radiators rcuited out of the active 


system ill radiators likely to be 


shut off ni ioop separate trom those 


likely to 


by means of dampers 


such as bathrooms), and (3 
Sore ‘Ge 


the 


ivailable if 


casings only which can by closed to stop 


circulation ol ill around the he ited coils ey 


spite the statements of certain manulacturers 


to the wasteful of heat to leave 


contrary il 


such radiation i I] ration while the win 


dows ol a room ire open ind the remainder of 


the house fully heated 
(‘ast-iron baseboard radiation is more 


but bene 


I vd ition 


compa 


and pleasing in appearance iuse with 


cast iron a square toot ol surtace 


vive ott less heat than when the baseboard 
made ol sheet steel. ti I to determ mh 


needed I t n tained 


| | 


ced 


whether the irom 


the net liation that can ilons 
the | { the rooms It might be 
nside of 
n undesirabl 


this 


necessary install radiation on the 


' ' i . 
ich Ss, OF COUTS 


partition W ills, w 


arrangement In ordet to overcome 


hand ip to the ust ol baseboard radiators, 
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manufacturers of cast-iron baseboard radiation 
commonly recommend higher temperatures of 
desirable Dis 


temperature 


the circulating water than are 


advantages of this higher include 


a greater tendency of the air currents rising 


from the radiator to precipitate dust on the walls 
in the form ot dirt streaks 

It is difficult to set a practical limit on the 
recommended for 


temperature which can be 


baseboard radiators, since the point where wall 


streaking will first be noticeable depends upon 


as the weather, cleanli 


radiators, wall 


a number of variables, 


ness of the locality, design of the 


construction, and other factors. However, CR 


feels that, if a system is designed for a maximum 
radiator temperature of 170° under the most 
extreme weather anticipated, soiling of the walls 
should not be a problem in any but the dirtiest 


of industrial neighborhoods In such a. loca 
choose i watel 


to 150°] 


tion it may be necessary to 
temperature even lower, say 145 
It is that a 


between the 


tight seal be mace 
ancl the 


irrey ularities 


important 


radiator walls, and if this 


is not done, the always present 
in a wall surface will be sure to permit channeling 
of streaks of dirt from the baseboard radiation 
One manufacturer (Warren Webster 
built-in strip commonly 


manulacturers 


rubber sealing more 


provide for aluminum-faced paper 


or sheet metal to be bonded behind the radiator 


in such a way as to seal the air currents against 


flow upward along the surface of the wall 


Provision should be made for adding such a seal 


in any case where it is not incorporated in the 
manufacturer's design 


Base board 


with forced circulation two-pipe hot-water heat- 


radiation is predominantly used 


ing systems, but some systems have been recom 


mended ahd installed tor two-pipe steam, par 


ticularly by manufacturers of units which are 


low in 


capacity, who e in the higher tem 
peratures of steam a solution for their difficulties 
likelihood of 
streaking ol the walls due to steam te mperatures 
of 212 


to class 


The greatly increased causing 


ind higher is, in itself, sufficient reason 


steam baseboard radiation as C Vot 


Recommended: there are such other disadvan 
difficulty 


necessary tor 


tages as of obtaining slopes in the 
piping 


for a well-designed trap system for removing the 


quiet operation, the need 


condensate, and a tendency toward 


“cold 70°! or 


olf per iods 


yreatel 


stratihed heat due to the longer 


Gravity-circulation hot-water systems are 


sometimes recommended, but the desirability 


‘Room fee d, though thert 
tratification, marke 


at bre 


meter read 
and wa “ ait 
between floor ceiling, or ever 


stioned, becat 


‘] 
it 


these ma bye que 


| proper norm 
horizont il 


| 


b ~ board radiation 


? 

| itime yi 
Openings 
controlled b 
flow 


posit ve 
long-continued power | 
vravity circulation hot 
much less desirable, ma‘ 


vided, of course the plant 


depend continue 


supply for Ss operation in 


hand-fired coal or mavgazine-leed svsten 


It is exceed neiy important that the pump be ol 


the correct ¢ Ppacit and this should he cher ke 
Pips loops coming 
should not 


30.000 Btu \ll 


by a competent man 


irom 


ind returning to the boiles have, in 


veneral, a capacity ol over 
le neths of pipe over 25 leet should have provision 
for expansion; holes in the floor should be mad 
oversize for the 


ne 


same reason 


inhe rent 


problem in baseboard heatin 
is that of tinding suitable pl ices to pul idequ ite 
ind sometimes bathrooms 
little of 


some 


radiation in kitchens, 


where there ts often 


leneth of 


no unoc upied 


outside wall manutacturers 
recommend louvers to provide circulation under 
and around kitchen cabinets, with conventionally 
installed behind the cab 


baseboard radiation 


nets \nother solution would appear to be the 
use of conventional standing radiation in such 
rooms, or better still, where proper design and 
floor 
installed in 


supervision skills are available, panel 


heating, either of which can_ be 
conjunction with circulating hot-water svstems 


When the 


as recommended, little if any 


water temperatures are held down 
difficulty will be 
experienced with the collection of dust or lint 
good 


on the fin tubing However, sufficiently 


access for cleaning can be obtained with standard 
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vacuum cleaner attachments Objectionable 


imounts of dust are not a problem with the 
cast-iron radiation 
Costs for baseboard heating 

rhe unit costs of the radiators themselves is not 
a good guide, or even a tatr basis ol comparison 
because of the widely different heating capacities 
of the several makes and the materially different 
conditions of installation and piping For th 

reason, individual prices are not shown in th 

listings; instead, Table | is given to show 
probable relative costs of eight different t 
of radiation including the three kinds of base 


board 


combination convector-radiant 


radiation, convector raciant ind 
\ consider ible 
outlay was involved in obtaining information 


lor lable l, 


heating contractor-architect to look over the 


which required an experienced 


plans for a typical two-story, eight-room house 
and provide bonafide estimates of the cost olf 
installing the several systems complete with oil 
burner and boiler 

One manutacturer suggests that a rough check 
on the cost of baseboard radiation can be ob 
tained by multiplying the periphery of the house 
in leet by the number of floors to be heated and 


SSS +, 


» a Sp Se, Se 


x 
‘\ 
>> 


IIIT 


| 
f 
id 


then by $5 s the probable 


pt the 


ill radiate ! equipment exce 
cost ot the ind burner This method ol 
calculation Ss! bee! checked by CK 

In all list 


lowing the man s ratin in Btu per 


, 
theses tol 


lineal foot tor 170° water indicate the approxi 


mate maximum number o yree days per veat 
on which the radiation ma bn expected to otfel 
satistactor heating service It used in 

having i 0 f davs per cal if 
will likely ( \ i] SOvTiie radiation 
on insict part ) it } | is pres ously 


noted san undesirabl invgemen 


Cast lron 


(ast-iron baseboard radiation is usually avail 
able in two torms “Type R consisting ol 
smooth-laced castings with heat emission pre 
dominantly as radiation ind the “Type Ré 
including some wide cast fins on the back surtace 


to add some convection effect 
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Table I 


Estimated Comparative Costs of Various Kinds Let te 
On how high »\ cet 
of Domestic Radiation 


SOUU) 


(Shown is percent ol cost ol the conven 


tional standing cast-iron radiation hese 836 S. Michi 


estimates include the cost of the boiler and hioh by 


oil burnet 170°] 


Standing Cast-lron Radiators. Thin 
Pube Typ 100.0 Steel — Radiation and Convection 


( onvector Copper ( onvector 102.8 
Radiation A. Recommended 
! Cast-Iron Convectors 119.4 
Radiant \ Ceiling Panels 106.3 
(Panel) Heat 
/ Floor Panels 


Fin (Convector the combinatior 
Most Popular Is pe d heat Manuf 


Baseboard A onvector I wliant it OO) 
Radiation U.S. Rad 


( ast lron ly pes 


A. Recommended 


Imeriwcan Baseboard Radiant Panel 


ican Radiator & Standard Sanitan 


Panels 8&8 in. high and 2-1 ! ( " A. Recommended 


Steel — Convector 


ufacturer’s rating at 170°! 
toot (OU000 


urnham Ba Ray Ra 

(Burnham Corp Dimer 

1°54 in. deep Manufactu 

Btu per lineal foot (4000 
Surnhan Base-Ray" Radiant 

Type RC (Burnham Boiler Corp 

Low height of 7 in. makes very nstal erature 


and suitable where heat equirement it Idk Ratings 


weather are low enough that with this height bas fins or el pip ttu per 7500 


board radiators will give sufficient radiation. Nort fins o1 | pip t. (9500 
ly sl ipped in 1-tt. to 6-ft assembled lengt! tor or num fins of om if ng 578 Bt 1 (10.000 


plete assembly to final lengths in the field by means facturer points to well designed 


of push nipples. Dimensions, 7 in ib in to direct air circulation out 


deep. Manufacturer's rating, 305 Btu per ft. (6000 for use of high temperatures w 
Manufacturer attempts to meet disadvantage of low but experience with simil: 


Btu rating by recommending high water temper be only parth 
tures (up to 210°F), a disadvantage because better fron 


increased tendency to deposit dirt on walls dampers not used 
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| AIR | 
'VENT! | 


a - EXPANSION 
BALANCING. “ yy TANK 
VALVES ‘VDE ofa: 

Wit | HOT WATER 
> "s BOILER 
HEATING 4 HOSE «/ 
ELEMENT BIBS -CIRCULATOR 


Figure 1 Loop System of I1 
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~= 


(an) 


H. B. 

170° 
1OO00 
ed 


170° 


core 369 He 


568 Btu per ft. (10,000 ture ting at 170°} oO 


fins, 494 Btu per ll cline 10.9/16 
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Automobile 


HE most important characteristic of a tire 


to give durability is tread wear, but the 
fact that a tire has a tread with good wear pro 
perties does not of itself guarantee that the tire 
as a whole will have a long life. Driving habits, 
climatic and road conditions are all important 
factors affecting tire life. 

In tests made some years ago by lowa State 
College, it was found that rate of wearing out of 
tires on gravel roads was double the rate on con 
crete roads The tire wear on asphalt roads 
varied with the type of asphalt surface, and 
of course with speed; the highest rate of wear is 
several times the lowest rate 

A paper presented before the Society of Auto- 
motive Engineers, Tire Wear and Durability, 


by A.W. Bull of the U.S. Rubber Co., 


that on cars of the same year and model using 


showe dl 


the same size and make of tires, the averagé 


tire mileage in Detroit was approximately 
30,000, while in Los Angeles it was only about 
19,000 


on tires obtained three 


In both places drivers who were easiest 
times as much mileage 


from a set of tires as those whose driving 


prac 
tices were hard on tires 

Another important point brought out in this 
paper was that tires which are overloaded 10 
percent, for example, may deliver 30 percent 
less tread mileage than tires run at the standard 
\ssox lation 


loads shown in the Tire and Rim 


tables. When too small a tire is specified for a 


vehicle, the increase in tire costs to the 


during the life of the vehicle will be mam 
the initial saving which is to be made b 
ing tires which are undersized 

Several years ago the rear tires, which used t 


carry most of the weight of the car, besides fur 





General Saf-T-M iler 
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nishing the driving impulse, wore out n 


faster than the front tires. In recent vears « 


manufacturers have 


moved more and more 
the weicht to the iront iresult the Situati 
Ss revers d ind if I ront tires that we 
cst 
Lire testing 


roiect SOc 





laboratory techniques is not a substitute for 


road testing However, road testing 


actual 


takes a long 


has the very serious disadvantage that conditio 


time, is exceedingly expensive, and 


under which tests are made, i.e., climate, road 


conditions, and driving practices (which are thre« 


ol the items that yre atl, affect results , are high 


ly variable and difficult if not impossible t ’ 
produce on SUCCESSIVE tests aft different times SHOULDER CUSHION 
of the vear One disadvantage of thorough 


road testing is that its results become availal 


the time the product is no longer on the 


about 
market, or after ‘its specifications have been 


changed in some way, so that the findings are 


of academic rather than practical 
Thus road tests, untle ss conducted people 


who know the problems thoroughly and take 


all safeguards against causes of uncertaint' 
be of much less value than the consumet 
would suppose; indeed, in some cases, results 


may be quite misleading, for it.is easy, for « 


ample, for a manufacturer doing road test 
bias the situation in favor of his own tire 


cause of his knowledge of avs in which 


iS Superior and those in which it is deficient 


relation to other makes 
Laboratory tests, likewise, a ‘ impertect ' On ds , , 
et cal automodi 


means of solving the problem they have 


two advantages first, that they can be con :, , 
measurement | ie their make up, 


th ! , tc., Ol llippers 


ducted under uniform conditions for all tires in 
bre iking strengt 


the test: and second, the results « in be made 
' ‘ and chalers 
available while the tire is still a ‘‘current model rl itl 
1 consumer must D ru min that t ! 
Laboratory tests, indeed. do provide consider ' , , , " : 
are variations in tire manulacturing which occur 
information upon which the comp 
hat a lot or run of 


qualities of tires « in be judged . 
perhaps several hundred tires ma vary widely 


productifn In 


pres spite ol this variation, which is more serious 


ible ' 
sometimes unavoidabl so If 


he following report 


n eight brands of “extra low 


presents the results of irom the get l aver ol 
tests made o 
sure” 4-ply 6.70 x 15 automobile tires Phe with tires than 
itings are based becau ot the n cability of reliabls veri 
mstrus ) ri ri nee alter the tire 


on laboratory findu Ss: these, n add 


with most manutactured goods 


judgments expressed in the 1 


entirel 
tion to examination tor qua olf workmanship, has been \ the market. 
itings should 


included the if is beleved 


design, and quality olf materials, 


following: tread abrasion resistance based on reat majority 


American Society for Testing Materials Standard 
D394, Method B; flex-cracking and cut-growth, 
also based on A.S.T.M. Standards: structure. : | paid to d { the person 


and resistance \ separation idhesion 


tires tested 


ite order ol met 1 Prices 


S. Royal Air Ride, Ri 


Tread designs 
and (Good year S ‘per (us 





( 


A. Recommended f carcass, average. Proper 


: verage Resistance of material 
hirestone iper Balloon (Firestone Tire & Rubber Ce : 
S . : . t » wear, below averag 
kron, Ohio) $23.23. Quality of carcass as asured 
* i ; alt 1< * i is measure if de | Luxe Air Cushior \Montyomer \Ward's 
‘Vy resistat te X Cri ne i ut growth and . - . , , 
: eet - : qo! oa S ; ' at o. 64-1113 $15.13, plus fremght Quality 
ther factors. verv goo tead construction, slight! , 
“ 2 , ™ rielicintay 6% ’ rcass and resistance of materi: ( read to 
below average \bout average in resistance . 
. wear below average Properties ol head 
ibrasive wear of the material of the tread : ' 
, < This tire had ravon cords which 
liistate Cushion (Sears-Roebuck's C; No. 95 O1100 
reve ‘ er ' stabrlin thar 


$15.93, plus t ight QOualit ( ‘ F above avet 
age Bead construction, below average Wear 


istance of the material of the tread, about averag 


The construction of this tire was somewhat unusual . 
1g tegerron phi + ayrceryeadye « B. Intermediate 
the ples were arranged it such a manner 


f} pper was elin inated moreover th ( t Del ‘ ubber & e Cory ( 


chatet and ravon was used in the breake Quality of ca cass and pr per 
.1 (,oodrich Co \kron. Ohto j , Ta! rl ‘ Resistance of material 
, ; Jd lowest 


4 Ouatit of carcass and resistance of tread 


material tk VCi about averayte Propertic ot ti 
head were the best of all the tires tested oodveat i Rubber 
eneral Saf-1T- Miler (General Vire & Rubber Co., Akro Quality of rcass and 
of material of tr 

th 


hw $25.08 Oualit ol care below averayut 
Bead properties and resistance of material of the is tire as 


tread to wear both ibove average 
val Ai Ride US. Ruble 


A Reference Book on Paints 


_ | Ss Bureau ol Re lamation has pre formation about the harm done to paint coatings 
Paint Manual For the Control of by excess moisture in wood. (It is an all-too 
It isavailable at $1.25 from common practice now to blame a lot of paint 


U. S. Gov failures on excessive moisture in wood that are 


pared «al 
Paints and Painting 
the Supgrintendent of Documents, 
ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, D.( due in fact to poor paint Paint users are ad 


The Manual is of convenient pocket siz vised in the book to repaint before the paint 


$16 inches by 7 inches) and well coating develops checking or cracking, whereas 


approximately 
Ihe it would be better to put the emphasis on not 


bound; it has 203 pages, including index 


wok has only limited use to the average con repainting too soon \ great many practical 


sumer because its discussions are largely limited questions are left unanswered or answered in too 


io paints conforming to federal specifications sketchy a fashion. Nevertheless the Manual is 


types and grades which the publi much better and more useful to laymen than 


which are 
a the information put out by the industry itsel! 


cannot readily buy Nevertheless, there is 


helpful discussion of the kinds of paints for The book has a chapter on paints and paint 


different uses and some of the principles ol materials including brief treatments of pigmented 


application and maintenance The book does coatings, clear coatings, bituminous and other 
much that ts availabl tvpes of coatings, including cement-mortar, 


have the advantage ove! 
in general it plastic, and svnthetic-rubber here are also in 


to the ultimate consumer in that 


does not have a bias in favor of particular types the first chapter very brief sections on thinners, 


or brands of paint; such biases are present in colors in oil, putty and glazing compound, and 


vivertising and trade literature emanating from other paint accessories 
painting woodwork and metal work, and on the 


There are chapters on 


paint manufacturers. However, there was an 


expression of preference, which CR considers painting of concrete, plaster, and miscellaneous 


unjustifiable, for titanium-zince paints over pure surfaces, with a brief word of advice on the care 


white lead, and there is some misleading in and storage of paint, and care of brushes. 
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New TV Receivers 


CR still has several 1953 model TV receive 


under test and will report on these additiona 





makes as soon as the tests are compl ted and 
space ts available for their inclusion in the mont! 
ly BULLETIN 

As an aid to subscribers, CR is continun 
the policy of listing (when the information cai 
be obtained in time those additional models ot 
a manufacturer's line which were not tested 
vet are thought to have the same basic chass 
as was used in the receiver reported on I} 
principal difference likely to be noticeable in 
tween a table model and a console receiver hay 
ing a similar chassis ts in the quality of the sound 
output, provided the Sy iker in the console set 
is properly mounted, in i separate baffle arrange 
ment (normally in the lower part of the cabinet 
rhe loud speakers used in console sets are ilso 
usually larger n diameter and theretore oftet 
a more pleasing balance of the low and hig! 
tones than the small 4- to 6-inch diamete 
speakers used ou table models Purchasers 
should investigate the problem fully, however 
since there are console models available which 
use small speakers mounted in the side of the 
cabinet a poor arrangement, acousticall 
the bottom section of the cabinet on such re 
ceive;rs Is likely to serve mere ly to Improve ip) 
pearance \ll the receivers listed used the in 
carrier circuit, and except tor the Zenith Mode 
A -2270R and Emerson 720 Series D. « irried the 


('nderwriters’ Label 


1) 


B. Intermediate 


int Vodel 2102A Muntz TV, Inc., 1735 Belmo 
\ve Chicago 13 $193 lable model wit! 


we constructed cab having ‘'so-in. thick 
' ; 


ind top panels. 14 tubes plus 2 rectifiers and 21 
picture tube. Picture mask size, 18% in. wide, 13 
in. high; picture area about 230 sq. in. Watts ing 


180 approximate estimated month operat 


cost 55 Workmansl iu and quaint ol part 


average to good \ccessibility fe servicing 
good Frequency stability, interlace, ar 

ness good Picture stability very good Reso 
tion and linearity of sweep circuits, averag ve 
all band widths, 3.1 megacvcles \pproximate 
sensitivits important in fringe reas ‘0 moc 
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ll constructed wood 
rectiher 

rT ised im 
19 in 


approximate 


SIZ wide 


me nthh opera 
ind 


Voce 


tability 


man apparent quatit 
esibalits 


hy 


bright me 


ecquenmn 


ick re d 
\pproximate 
band, 200 


and 


inearit | ; 


5 2 hie 


microvotlt 
lor 
tening 


6 d 


on low 


poor imsullicient 


\coustical quality hi 


c.p er\ 


on 
fidelity, down 
r\ 


determined 
ov) O0O00 


electri 
good for a 
tonal range a 


speaker was only to 


and distortion 
10%, 


aveTayt 
1.0 watt 
shatt 


output at 


lai Control 
ated and entire 


Leal 


not 


re 
ire 
the 


cove ‘ current 


i 
parts measurable, but 
Ci 
UHI 
mmmended for 
of the set 
Z1IC1, 21CIB, 21F2 
IK4B, 21K4W, 21K5 


thought 


ve pace 


tuner when and if needed 


ree in tring 


tested 


use 

number 
Vodel 
IKAIA 

21K7 


Was 


are to use 


on 
reception in 


tests 


from 
was high Sound 


distortion 


ol 


was provided ior 


21F 28, 


similar 


tubes 


Menium 


lash 


1ov 


Vork 


judged 


150 1 
band 


Irina 


high 


avet ‘ 
50 an 
er, but 
outpu ol 
p.s 
at 400 evel 
chassis were 
accessible 
chassis was 
the addition 
Set 
©The 
1)? 
21k 3 
Z1K5B, 21K6 


chassis ( 


tas 
rs 








Motorola ?] cn 4 
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considered 


would not 
chi 
Vote 
Il 


lair 


Leer 


met il 


iM 


and 
16.000 


estimated 


U-in 


> 


powet 


imsu 
was protected 1 i 


meta! 


t 


ol 


i j 


R 
> 


and 


PS-324A 


lf 


21T 225 


S410 


abinet 


3 


difficult fo 


is 
7000 ¢ 


itt 


Dickens 


wit! 


On 


would 


considered 


right 1CsSS 


similar 


21T41 


ilso 


Z2IT4A 


Radio Cor 


ol wit! 


Sole 


rectifiers 


picture 


I 


ibilit 


1OW 


m ike red 


electrica 


W 


ce t¢ rmined from 


pict 


ick red 


termined tr 


10° 


cur 


ol 


the 


JANUARY, 


re 


Ae) 


| 


alti 


availal le 


tuner 


nun 


1953 


} 


i 


fc 


" 


! 


~ 


al 


runt 


separat 
man te 


an extr risk 


| reque nc’ 
linearit 
DD ind 


\pprox 


50 microvo 


imate 
hand 
\coustical 

tortion 
relative 
output of 12-1 
good Sound 
it 400 
i., considerec 


There are t 


ind 
t 400 p.s good 
indicative of 
if shock 


Powe 


EXCESSIVE 


1annel 


hazard 
unused-cl 
This 


stations which can be 


us¢ in 


reception 


rrocedure 


\me rica 


we 


lv high Estimated 


section 
limits 


received 





Following ire highly condense l listings ol 


1953 model TV receivers prev ously reported 
tor details Sct December 1952 { ONSUMERS 
RESEARCH BULLETIN 


A. Recommended 


A Low-Priced Source for Photostats 


EOPLE who have occasional need for photo Discounts are allowed r | over $50 

stats for some famil . busine ss, or prok Ss We have been assured tha ‘ ment mailed 
sional need are sometimes startled by the vl to this compar will { con 
cost of photocopies at the present time fidential fashion 
single 814 x il negative cop will now commonlh h indle classifv 

to 45 cents Such persons will be in orders are on a O.1). ba 

ested to know ola tirm in Ne “ York Coit wh ranvgements have nm mace ind | issec on by 
will furnish 815 x 1] photostats at i cost of 15 fore shipment of tn oD Lhe firm does not pay 
cents each with the limitation that there Sa return postage the mou the remittance 


OS 


minimum charge on any order of 25 cents, and a lor return postage ki b wice the amount 
charge of 25 cents for a change of size from the that was paid for the s i lin mailing the 
original prints to the photo tat compan Thus post 
age to send the original 8% x 11 documents was 
The name ol is firm is Mathias & r. 6 cents, it would be ne 
Im . P.O Box 134 ( h irch st Station, \ post wet with the ora 
York s Work received at thei post otfice box ments 


by ? , M will be sent out on the same da origina 
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Faucet Dishwashers 


o_o Disi 
Ss] ned 1 


piace 


iting 
either 
brush-sp1 
1 he Dp Hapa ste Cie VICE more desira le tha } 
the kind of faucet dishwasher which must be 
ittached to the taucet belore ~t mad removed 
ifter the dishwashin s done lo prepare the 
Di hmaster tor 
off, and 


pou ed 


Lise thre cover o thy tanh Ss take 
t« ispoontul al liquid detergent 
the manutact ecommends Glin 


ind w 4) por il cietet 
1 | | | ‘ 


vent tha : tii I in citing, th | 


tains mse iteria Phe tar s then 


with wat lhe temperature of the wat 


iljusted turning the hot and cold 


faucets as needed The spraver is held ovel the 
diverter Valy on 


spout is litted to cause thre wate! to flow through 


sink, and the top of the 


the hose to the sprayv-brush unit rhe dishes 
ire scrubbed with the brusl ind at any time 
desired detergent solution « bye niected into 
the water ire pres q i button 


Wher 


ctishes ! mocs not 


handl device 1s not being 


wash tertere 


' 
normal Use « I \ ha 


Figure 1 
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Dishmaster nylon brushes before and 


Figure 2 


atter a period of My ave tert 


The Dishmaster was convenient to use, espe 
cially when only a few Cishes were to be washed 
It practically eliminated the use of a dishpan and 
dishrag, and the necessity for immersing the 
hands in dishwater It has advantages in that 
clean water is used for each dish, and that water 
can be used at a higher temperature than that 
used for dishwashing by hand The value ol 
being able to use water at high temperatures 


offset by’ the tact that the 
\ 


was partly nvlon 


brush supplied with the Dishmaster which CR 
tested was not very durable when the water 
temperature was high Figure 2 shows a nvlor 
brush when new, and the original brush after 
it had been used for two weeks with water tem 
peratures ranging as high as 170°F for washing 
dishes, for one meal a day, for about 40 peopl 
Che bristles were mounted in a plastic ring which 
became soltened at high water temperatures and 
illowed some bristles to tall out, while others 
issumed angles which made the brush ineffective 
\ replacement brush was then purchased (50 
this was found to be far better than the one 
originally supplied In respect to durability in use 
with hot water It was in good condition alter 
being used twice as long as the original brush 
ind under similar conditions 

Unlike the Dtshmaster, the Qutk-Suds dish 
washer uses any powdered or liquid detergent 
It consists of a brush with a plastic , handl 
containing soap solution and is attached to the 
sink faucet with a hose. (See Figure 3 lo 
prepare the Quik-Suds for use, the soap chamber 
is unscrewed from the handle and the detergent 


ind water are added The chamber is then 





washing practices ¢ 

of this artick ind 

washed The 1 

desien quality ol col 

formance in laborator 
Four other tauce 

Sprayway, San 

ol which was simil 

previously tested 

Recommended 

Figure 3 Quik Suds Dishwasher, comple 


A. Recommended 


replaced, the hose is connected to the faucet 
lded 


to the water by pressing a button on the handle 


spout, and the water is turned on. Soapisa 


In CR’s dishwashing tests, use of the D 
master or the Qutk-Suds tor washin 
required less detergent and about one-t! 
time than washing the same dishes by 
The amount of water used by the D 
was about 25 percent greater and the i! 
used by the Qurk-Suds was slightly less than 
used for hand dishwashing Che person who used 
the QOutk-Suds did not consider it satisfactory for 
rinsing dishes, because the spray ol wate 
reat hed the dishes onl, ilter passing throu h the 
bristles, which still retained soap. She the 
used additional clear hot water for rinsing The 
Dishmaster was easier to use and did a more 
thorough job of rinsing than did the Quik-Suds 
as water from the spray did not touch the brush 
and thus could not carry detergent remaining 
in it onto the dishes 

How well a taucet dishwasher will suit the 
needs of a particular homemaker ts something 
she will have to decide for herself (CR tound 
wide differences of opinion among the women 
who tried the appliance for CR, and a woman's 
experience had a good deal to do with whether 
she liked the device or not. Whether or not the 
Dishmaster was considered especially useful or 


not on the whole seemed to depend on the dish 


Storing Color Transparencies 


HI transparent sleeve often used for storing exposure to sunlig 


1; 
il ropult 


color transparencies should be cellulose siderable period of time are 

acetate , ‘ . Cert; < ' 
icetate, not cellophane ertain types of cello ful to color transparencies and other 
phane may contain chemicals that are injurious 
graphs Storage of transparenci 


to the transparencies. Sleeves are more desira 
| 


ble than envelopes, as experience has shown under cool, dry conditions, with 
that sometimes an adhesive on the envelope posure to light than is necessa We 


may cause deterioration of a transparency debted to Ansco, of Binghamton, N.Y 


High temperatures, high humidities, fumes, and foregoing information 


CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ 





A British Car 


HILE THE SALES in this country of 
imported foreign cars are small in com- 
parison with those of the standard American 
makes (it is said that over 5000 M.G.’ 
in the first 8 months of 1952), there is con 


were sold 


siderable interest in this and one or two other 
small sports cars, of a type not now made by any 
Che M.G.’s popularity 
does not appear to be based on its novelty alone 


American manulacturer 


but also in that it possesses certain features 
that some Americans want and cannot get in 
domestic cars CR has not assigned a rating 
to this car, because there are no comparable 
cars that have been tested with which it might 


be compared. 


M.G. Midget, Series TD. WVelivered price 
mately $2150 Extras Tonneau Cover. $34.75 
“Wind Wings,” $21.50; Luggage Rack, $45; Heatet 
$40 


Ipproxi 


Description: 

A two-passenger sports car, made in England 
$4 forward speeds. Engine: 4 cylinders 
valves, 2.62 in. bore x 3.54 in. stroke 
displacement; maximum brake hp $f at 5200 
rpm.; compression ratio, 7.. Engine oil 
capacity, 6.3 qt.; cooling system gasoline 
tank, 15 gal (sear ratio, 5.125 lurning 
diameter, curb to curb, 31.5 ft. (compared to 38 ft 
for Chevrolet); number of turns of steering wheel 
from full right to full left, 2.7 (compared to over 4 
for Chevrolet). Battery, 12-volt, 5l-amp.-hr. Whee 
base, 94 in.; over-all length, 145 in. Tire 

x 15 (adequate) Brake area, 100 in 


factor, 44 (good) 
) 


Minimum road clearan 


(about 2 in. less than most American cat 


Test results: 

\cceleration from 20 to 50 m.p.h., in third gear 
seconds, in fourth gear 17.8 second trom 40 t 
m.p.h., in third gear 13.5 in fourth 
16.9 seconds In cruising, or fourth gear, tl 
celeration was not as good as that of such 
Chevrolet, Ford 6, and Ford & with standard trans 
mission. In third gear in the 20 to 50 m.p.h. range 
acceleration was slightly better than that of the cars 
mentioned but 17.G.'s acceleration was not so good 
as those cars in the 40 to 60 m.p.h. range. Top speed 
of the M/.G. in third gear was around 60 m.p.1 in 
fourth gear it is reported to be around 78 m.p.h. Fu 


consumption measurements at uniform speeds of 30 


— the MG. 





M.G. Midget Series TD 


and 50 m.p.h. were not mad 
could not be fitted quickly to fuel 
difference between British and 
however, owners report from 24 to 
ill driving Ratio i car we 

to 52%, (superior to Am 


Miryet proportion 


precialb 
rear wheels n \mericat 
weight is on 1 wheels 
Speedometer 
dicated peed 
SO n 


Comments: 
The general 
Steering 
familiar 

needed to gi 


course, and 


\merican standards 
pedals were very small and located too clos 
causing difficu whet ith pedals had to be oper 
ated at t tire Pedals were too far forw ird 
or a short legged driver. Accelerator 
operator's foot was required to 
h would be 


| could be adjr 


manutacturers w 


trip Steering 


i feature Ar 
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Special Paints 


A SUNDAY NEWSPAPER advertisement 
for an enamel called Liquid ** Plastiq Glass,” 
} 


claimed to be based on an exclusive secret 


mula, was brought to CR’s attention some tims 


ago The claim that the produ 4 selling at SY.65 


cr LY illon postpaid IsSan ENE lusive ly secret lor 
mula,"’ ordinarily sold at $19.95 per gallon, may 
be taken with a grain of salt, for the manufac 
turers of silicone resins provide to any paint 
manutacturer upon request formulas for use in 
production, and such formulas have been di 

played at the conventions of the Federation of 
Paint and Varnish Production Clubs The ad 
vertisement stated, among other things, that it 
was ‘“‘Whiter than White,” “Never Yellows 

‘Costs less because it goes up to 2!'5 times 
further’ and is made with “‘genuine Electri 
Silicone” in an unstated amount The readet 
may well wonder, what is “‘ genuine Electric Sili 
perhaps have hoped 


W ll bn read rapidly and vive to 


com I he promoter may 
that the phi ist 
some the impression that it is General L£lectri 
silicone 

Actually, many cheaper enamels are equally 
white and are satisfactorily free from the fault of 
turning vellow with time Silicones have many 
useful purposes but there is little to recommend 
their use in paint or enamel for general household 
purposes, and they have the disadvantage that 
when used in enamel the vehicle must be very 
high in volatile content: because of the high 
the coating produced will thus 
If Liquid ‘* Plastig Gla 
as claimed in its ad 


volatile content 
be abnormally thin 
does go 2's times further 
vertising, it would not be desirable for ordinary 
painting in the home because of the thinness of 
the coating it will produce All that glitters is 
likewise, products using the magi 


words * Plast and 


not gold” 


‘Silicone’ are not nece 


high prices charged 


the isual 


sarily good or warrant the 
for them, by comparison with paint of 
sorts 


While the 


iivertisement offers a money 


CONSUMERS’ 


and Enamels 


yuarantet suc h a gwuarantes with 


paint or varnish product is of littl 
consumer since he would be unable to avail him 
self of it unless 1 paint fails in some quite obvi 


ous and drastic fashion, long before any good 


paint should fail in service \ money-back 


guarantee would have little value for a person 
who might judge after a vear or several vears that 
the quality of the product was not up to that of 
other materials which he had bought for similar 
uses at another time Even if the product were 


hould 


wish to avail himself of 1 : , it would 


known to be inferior and th msumet 
be rarely that the consu yuld if { the 
poor qua 
calling 


Dhe best yenet il dvi 
layman in matters connect 
that appli to painters a 

is not to be carned 
or unusual paint 
like. When a mistake 


the poor res ilts may 


time, but when the 
mistake wall by een 
is something that 
on a cost per 

mind, too, tl 

total ou 

the cost 

labor lor 

necessity 

the surta 

this reason mone’ 
given littl ht w 
problem is involved 
will provi 


prod ict 
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Static 


HE CAR is brought to a stop, you slide 
out of your automobile across plastic seat 
covers, and ouch! Perhaps at that moment 
you heard a faint snapping sound and saw a tiny 
spark. What has happened here is familiar to 
automobile owners, many of whom have won 
dered what caused the shock when the door 
handle or the ignition key was touched, and 
what could be done to eliminate it 
The shock that one gets is from static ele 
tricity Sliding 


ylastic seat covers in an automobile, walking on 
] g 


produced by triction across 
a thick rug (friction between shoes and rug) in 
the home are two of many different ways in 


When 


together 


which static electricity can be generated 


two dissimilar materials are brought 
and rubbed, two kinds of electric charges occur 
one of the materials will have a positive charge 
(loss of electrons) and the other an equal but 
negative charge (gain of electrons Friction 
has dislodged some electrons, resulting in the 
charging of both pieces ol material through the 
transfer of electrons from one to the other. These 
two urlike charges attract each other and thus 
when they 
one touches the car door handle 


which had been dislodged jump to combine with 


are brought close together (as when 
the electrons 


an opposite charge available on a grounded ar- 
ticle or on an object of considerable electrostatic 


“capacity.”’ This discharge is often heard and 
' 


Electricity and Anti-Static Agents 


seen as a spark, which may even in extreme 
cases ignite an explosive gas or vapor 

It has been found that when a person carrying 
in electrostatic charge of about 300 volts touches 
some other object, a spark may occur which can 
not be seen, heard, or felt \s the voltage ap 
proac hes 1000, the spark will be felt, and at 5000 
volts it can be heard and seen, and can give a 
person quite a jolt. Although the voltage may 
be high, the amount of energy in the spark is 
low and hence the occurrence is usually not 
dangerous. Static electricity can be a hazard 
however, as in hospitals where anesthetics are 
used that may explode, for the energy of such 
sparks can be large enough to ignite a flammable 
vapor or gas in a closed room. Usually a person 
receiving a static shock from touching a con 
ducting object is merely annoyed, but if the 
person received the same jolt while on top of a 
ladder or in some other perilous location, « 
when carrving a heavy object or a vessel ol 
scalding hot water, he could be injured seriously 

In the home it is a relatively simple matter 
to eliminate or reduce static electricity If the 
relative humidity ts kept above about 50 per 
cent, a thin moisture film will be present on the 
various household objects, providing a short 
circuit path for the static electricity, and sparks 
will be no problem. Unfortunately the process 
of heating cold air up to the temperature desired 
in the home tends to reduce rather than raise 
relative humidity, as would be desirable 

The problem with automobile seat 
cannot be solved by the method suggested lor 
the home, since controlling the relative humidity 


in an automobile on a cold day is hardly prac- 


covers 


tical Protection from shock can be accom- 
plished, nevertheless, by applying one of several 
anti-static agents sold for the purpose. These 
products, sold in liquid form, offer a satisfactory 
cure of the trouble when applied periodically 
to the seat-cover material. It is not possible to 
state how long any one application will serve 
effectively, since this will depend largely on 
weather conditions and frequency of use of the 


seat. One seat-cover maker says he repeats the 
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treatment about once every three months It rics rubbed over the treated seat covers. One 


is suggested that, at the first sien of shock or woduct, cco Stop Shok, contained a perfume 


| 
spark, the treatment should be repeated CR’'s tests did not include a study of the possi 


CR's test on anti-static agents included tour bilities of injurv to seat cover or clothing tabrics 
brands which are sold expressl\ for this Purpose ilter rem ited use of the inti-statu substances 
ilso a solution of Glim, a nonionic dishwashing 


detergent ind a solution ot 7 ide in anions A. Recommended 
home-laundry detergent It was tound that the 
Merix Chemical Co., 1021 1 ‘5 
latter two were not as effective in reducing stati 
15 Ro xottle. S125 Nlanufacturetr 


electricity as anv one of the four proprietars weomsin tax ~- dar handles. innes 


anti-static products his was particularl es of tires, in the home on rugs carpets and plas 
noticeable under drv conditions, usually occur products. but Merix has not heen tested by CR in 
ring in cold weather, when, of course, static ele hese applications. Non-flammabk 

tricity ts most troublesoms \lanyv car owners stat Ants-Stat Phillips Products. 343 S. Dear 
mav. however, find that G/lim, Tide. Swerl. Dreft born St., Chicago 4 s bottle, $1.25 Bottl 


' label recommends using one tablespoontul to a quart 


or anv comparable synthetic detergent will pet 


form satisfactorily enough for their purpose 4 water for final rinse to stop clinging and creeping 
of garments made of nvlon, Orlon, silk, ravon, wool 
iwetate. ets lanufacturer's Bulletin No N.101 


dated April 1952 recommends using A 


It is suggested that Glim be prepared by adding 
on teaspoontul ol the liquid detergent to one 
gallon of water Phe synthetic detergents sold streneth to eliminate static from auto s 

mn powder form should be ipplied in about a 3 made of nvlon or plastic is well as leather 
percent solution (about 6 tabl spoons to a quart recommends spraving the product (full strength 

of water Application of these solutions should rugs and carpets (desirability of using 

be done with a damp cloth, and sufficient time not tested by ¢ Non-flammabl 

Stop Shok Anti-Stat Spray Electro-Chemical 


Products ¢ rp 60 Franklin St East Orange, N.] 


allowed tor the dampened surtace to dry betore 


the car is used 

Oa ‘ } S| VA oso 7 t a ‘e 

The effectiveness of these agents was deter »-O7 an, $l \er | container permit up 

- ; jication by spraving Manufacturer recommends 
mined by first ‘“‘conditioning”’ the seat covers ‘at porn ; 
for auto seat covers. Claimed to provide a minimum 
low relative humidity, then rubbing the covet 

i one years protection \s 
material with a wool fabric a given number of 

mixture ivoid |i match or bringing a flame 


i 
strokes, and registering the relative magnituck none ‘alan eaiein \ small spark produced by 


this is a combustibl 
vhting 


of the electric charge on an electroscopt \ rubbing on a sei . would not. it is believed 

vacuum tube voltmeter was also used as a means resent any | i | hazard of ignition 

of judging the relative amounts of charge pro 

duced ind retained on the seat covers Lhe 

rubbing test was carried out on treated and un Parko Static-Stod rk Chemical Co.. 8074 Militar 

treated sections of the seat covers ; we ; can. 75c. Reduced likelihood 
lhere was no noticeable st uning of the plasti i tic electricity but as not 

seat covers treated ith the wents included in ' ro ‘ inder A vecom 


this report, nor of white cotton and ravon fab 


Corrections and Emendations to Consumers’ 
Research Annual Cumulative Bulletin (ACB 


Electric Hedge Hedge-Klip, Model HK 47. Ac repair parts are available, but not for all models 
oe matool, | td.. 59.36 56 ee 

— spe my Ss National lhe correct address of the G.M 
ACB '59.'53 Maspeth, Long Island, N.Y., ieseemetie orrect a 


has advised CR recently that Washer 
Col. 19 not Ohio It is understood 


Accmatool L o., tit has yvone ’ ‘ 
ACB '50."51 that this company can still 
out of business. Accmatool, Ltd., are not man supply rubber dryer bags for the 


(sibson orp. 1s Bellevue, lowa 


ufacturing Hedge-A/ip trimmers, and the appli Vational Watermatic washing 


ance has not been made since 1949. Some machine, at $3.75 each, plus postage 
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Bath Towels 











ATH TOWELS are 


cause they have 


usually purchased be 
a combination of texture 
and color that the housewife considers suitable 
lor her purposes Some people like towels that 
are soft and fluffy, while others like firm, heavy 
towels that give a brisk, stimulating rub len 
of CR’'s staff members were asked to select the 
towels they liked most from those in the present 
test (senerally, they chose the heaviest towels 

Heavy towels, it should be noted, do not neces 
sarily absorb moisture faster than towels that 
are lighter in weight. In the test just completed 
by CR, only one of the eight towels having the 
fastest rate of absorbency, which is to be dis 


tinguished from amount of water taken up, 


would be classed as heavy. Four were medium 
weight, and three were relatively light 

Che amount of moisture a towel will absorb 
is determined principally by its construction 
That is, the greater the number of loops per 
square inch the more moisture the towel will 


absorb, as a rule. Rate and amount of water 


absorbed also depend somewhat on the color 
Che more color or dye in a towel, the less mois 
White towels ar 


absorbent, 


ture the towel can take up 


generally the most pastel shades 
are next, and towels ol deep colors have the 
poorest absorbency 

lhe durability of a towel depends on the firm 
ness of the ground weave, but absorbency is 
involved, for either too tight or too loose a weave 
may reduce absorbency \ strong towel that 
is tightly »~ en will be durable because the 
loops are h ecurely, but it may not be very 
absorbent, ind it will be considered harsh by 
some users. (CR believes that for durability a 
towel should have a breaking strength per 14 
inch strip of at least 50 pounds in the warp dire 
tion (lengthwise of the towel 
the filling 


the present test were 


and £5 pounds in 
direction The strongest towels in 
the Cannon Laurel Leaf 
Hlarmony llouse 339 #, the Martex Golden Jubilee 


and the two Wamsutta towels 


study, CR 
sentative samples of bath towels in yellow 


For the current bought 
pastel shade that could be expec ted to be inter 
mediate in absorbency Probably all the towels 
would be a good purchase for some purposes 
even the lightest weight towels and those that 
were not strong for general use. however. 
CR believes that the housewife would prefer 
a towel strong enough to withstand the stress 
of everyday use and frequent laundering and 
absorbent enough to dry well. The towels should 
also keep their color and should not be subject 
Reflecting these de 


to excessive shrinkage 


sirable qualities, CR’s tests included tests for 
amount of water absorbed, rate of water absorp 
tion, breaking strength, colorfastness to launder- 
ing, and shrinkage 

\ll the towels were found to be colorfast to 
laundering. Shrinkage 
ranged from about 4% to 14% per 


home or commercial 
lengthwise 
cent, with an average of about 8 percent. In 
the width direc tion, shrinkage was cousiderably 
less than in the lengthwise direction and was 
judge d satisfactory for all towels tested Shrink 
age was measured after the towels had been 


washed five times in an automatic washer and 
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dried five times in an automatic dryer, sin 
previous studies have shown that shrinkage 
yvreatest during the first five w ishings 
Federal specifications tor towels call for shri 
age not in excess of 5 percent in length 
found that of the 22 towels tested, only 

one Callaway, two Cannon ind a Fiel 
met this specification The housewife 
probably have to settle for towels with 

than average”’ shrinkage, instead of towel 
under 5 percent. 

Both the rate at which the towels absorbe: 
water and the amount they absorbed were con- 
sidered in the ratings The amount of water 
absorbed (tot il absorption was calculated as a 
percent iv based on the same area ol toweling 
Breaking strengths of all towels met CR’s speci 
fication (50 Ib. in warp, 45 tb. in filling direction 
except as noted i ratings are based on 


price per square \ t price pet towel 


A. Recommended 


59 Worth St 


400M 


] dl Rate 


C. Not Recommended 
\l 9 Wi 
| 


H44( s 
1 Rate 
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Clinical Thermometers 


have an accurate 


VERY HOME 


clinical thermometer to measure the body 


should 
temperature. The normal body temperature is 
not the same for all individuals, but, for most 
adults, it will fall between 98,2 and 98.9°F. The 
One of the 
most important indications of illness of many 
kinds is the change in temperature from the 
An inaccurate clinical thermometer is 


generally accepted normal is 98.6°. 


normal. 
much worse than useless as it may give a person 
a false sense of security when the immediat 
attention of a physician is required, or, on the 
other hand, it may cause unnecessary alarm 
when the temperature actually is close to normal 
It is common in the trade to provide what ts 
called a “Certificate of Accuracy” with clinical 
thermometers, but the certificates supplied are 
very often not certificates in any proper sense ol 
the word They are just bits of paper which 
serve to give the consumer an indication 


that the thermometer 


quite 
unwarranted, as a rule 
has received individual 
calibration at the hands of the manufacturer 
\bout two years ago, in an unusual action, the 
Federal FKood and Drug Administration filed a 
charge of adulteration under the 
Drugs Act 24 clinical 
selected for test out of nine gross shipped by 
Cardinal Thermometer Co. of Brooklyn (with 
certificates) which showed that five failed to 


close attention and 


| ood and 


against thermometers 


repeat readings or did not give accurate readings 
The thermometers did not bear a label contain 
ing the name or place of business of the manu 
facturer, packer, or distributor. CR BULLETINS 
have often mentioned the desirability of know 
ing by what manufacturer an article has been 
produced, and the need, as a prac tical matter, 
and for very good reasons, ol avoiding the pur 
chase of any important food, beverage, or other 
article or appliance of unknown origin. These 
thermometers were ‘‘guaranteed to be of absolute 
accuracy,"’ which is a wholly absurd claim, since 


no instrument gives absolute accuracy or, in the 


case of instruments used by consumers, any 


thing very close to it. Indeed, if clinical ther- 


mometers could be even near to “absolute 


accuracy,” their cost per unit would be pro 


hibitive rhe therrnometers whose test results 
are reported in this BULLETIN were of much 
better quality than those proceeded against by 
the kood and Drug Admin., for of 68 thermom 
eters of seven makes purchased by CR, only one 
of those that failed gave inaccurate readings 

Some points to remember when using a clinical 
thermometer are 


1 Dhe 


prevent 


thermometer should be clean lo 


transier of intection, a thermometer 


should be sterilized before and after use. with 
(ethanol), and rinsed 


Vever hot 


grain or other alcohol 


thoroughly with clean cold water 
water, as breakage is almost certain to result 

2 The 
below 97°} 


should not be taken for at least 30 minutes after 


thermometer should be shaken down 
before use The body temperature 
exercising, eating, drinking, or smoking 

3. Insertion time should be three minutes or 
more for the oral type and four to five minutes 
or more for the re tal ty pe, and the reading atte 
that time should be taken in a good light to 
prevent error in reading 

An important factor in choosing a clinical 
thermometer is the ease with which it c: be 
read; this will depend on the design, the method 
of marking, and the permanence of the pigment 
with which the graduations are filled to make 
them more readable 

Che clinical thermometers are so-called ‘‘max- 
imum thermometers’; the upper end of the 
mercury column should stay at the maximum 
some 


considerably after removal from the 


reading reached thermometers may 
“retreat” 
heat source rhe consumer can check this 
failure fairly simply by inserting a thermometer 
temperature, and ob 


in water at about body 


serving the maximum temperature while the 
thermometer is in the water and after it has been 
removed from the water If the two readings 
differ by more than 0.3°, the thermometer should 
The test should be 


as the defect may not 


be classified as a ‘“‘retreater.”’ 
repeated several times, 
show up during the first trial. The accuracy of 


determining the body 


the thermometer in 
temperature cannot be checked by the consumer, 


because this test involves the use of elaborate 
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aud expensive laborator, equipment and accu 
rate standards 

The thermometers listed in this article wer 
tested to determine their compliance with Com 
Standard 1-52 The 
construction of the ther 


mercial tests include 
examination of the 
mometers, test to check the absence of entrapyps dl 
gas in the bulb and the mercury column, test to 
determine whether the thermometer required no 
more than a normal amount of shaking to retur: 
the mercury to its normal position below bod, 
temperature, tests lor accuracy ol readings, tests 
to determine the tendency of the thermometer 


reading to fall back from its correct reading 
upon withdrawal from the test medium, and a 
test to check the permanence of the pigment 

Of the 68 thermometers included in the tests 
46 successfully 


rejected lor the 


passed all tests, while 22 wer 
following reasons one lor 


| 


msufficient accuracy, one tor detect im wiass 


two for defective graduations, and 18 for ce 
fective inking 

\ll thermometers, except the B-D 150, had 
two B-D thermometers 


were somewhat easier to read than the others 


triangular stems Th 
Che thermometers in the A- Recommended group 
tests 


are those ol whi h all samples passed the 


satisfactorils 


A. Recommended 


1 per \ wi ] chy Instrument { 
town, N.Y $1.2 ase and wire 


sample s tested 


Pr Brake 


sathipHes Cested 


B. Intermediate 


Aave { I Wave Dhermometer 
Brooklwn, N.S 7 iW Ss 


defective inh ny 


lLhermo wter Corp 


Wun Kave | 
samples tested, | had defective graduations 
DN 150 Flat T yj oO Dickinse 
Rutherford $2 with c: Flat tvix 
samples test 1 had defective gradua 

DR / mo Becton Dicki . & Co 


D) ther: 


imple 

Cornell Instrument 

4 had defect 
ee | 


es tested 


Effectiveness of Winterized and Mud-Snow Tires 


’ | SHE Committee on Winter Driving Hazards 
of the National Safety Council (425 N 
Michigan Ave 


pamphlet on the effectiveness of special tires for 


Chicago 11 has available a 


This was prepared by the Coun 
Winter 


which included research and development engi 


winter driving 


cil’s Committee on Driving Hazards 


neers, salety directors, 1 tire design enginect 
highway and traffic engineers, state police, and 
insurance officials. A single copy of the pam 
phlet will be furnished without charge on appli 
Winter Driving 


Charge for more than 


cation to the Committee on 
Hazards of the Council. 
one Copy is 29c each, 21ic a copy when over 100 
are ordered 
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from the st mndpomnt ol our readers, the most 


important Cone lusions ire 1 he lerst specialized 


tires do not provic ady intaves over conven 


tional tires sufficrent to warrant less care 
tion when driving on slippery surlaces 


distance it best on vlare me ill be ewht times 


stopping 


as vreat as on drv concret« chains must be 


used tor severe snow and ice conditions 
The “winterized” tires having so-called “‘lac 
erated” or transversely slashed treads offer the 
best over-all improvement, which is only about 
20°), over conventional natural rubber tires on 
both glare ice and loosely prac ked snow An 
other sort of ‘‘winterized”” tire the kind con 


taining material embedded in the tread otters 
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‘ 


only ibout 5% the advantage over natural 


rubber tires. The traction ability of tires having 
either lacerated treads or embedded material is 
actually 10°) less than natural-rubber tires with 
conventional treads 

tires show an 


The mud-snow average im 


provement ol 20 to 30°), on loosely pac ked snow 
and rough ice Except for one tire in this group, 
the snow tires were found to be of little benefit 
on vlare ice So-called “‘winterized”’ tires of the 
kind which combine materials embedded in the 
tread with the mud-snow type of tread show 
about 25°) improvement over the usual natural 
rubber tires. On hard-packed snow the improve 
ment is a little less (17-19° 


some specialized tires are even worse 


Unfortunately 
than the 
conventional rubber tires, under some road con- 
ditions 

“Reinforced” tire chains are better than nat 
ural rubber tires by 45°% in stopping ability and 
Natural rub- 


“cold synthetic’ 


nearly 500°, in traction ability 


ber is better than in stopping 
(8%) and traction (47%) on hard-packed snow 
Slipping on ice occurs about twice as easily at 
32°F as at zero; “stopping distances” are much 
greater at the higher temperature 

for maximum stability when slowing down and 
stopping on glare ice, it is best to pump the 


brakes 


Two Accessories for 


OR MANY WOMEN the most baffling 
BF robs m in operating a sewing machine is the 
proper adjustment of the tension which is needed 
stitch When 


must be changed, it is the usual practice to as 


to produce a_pertect tensions 
sume that the lower tension is correct and to 
make all adjustments on the upper tension 

\ gadget intended to help the homemaker with 
adjusting the upper and lower tensions is the 
Adjust A ik h 
to twelve inches from the machine. 


The device is placed from six 
Vhread from 
the spool (or from the bobbin if the lower tension 
is being adjusted) is passed through the guide, 
wrapped around the tester arm, and then the 
tension is adjusted until the arm on the device 
reaches the range marked “O.Kk.”’ 
Adjust-A-Stitch did a fairly good job of mon 
itoring tensions. It was found, however, that 
considerable human element was involved in 
the use of the device The readings differed at 
times, depending on the distance the device was 
set from the machine head and on the way in 
which the “‘slack”’ in the thread was taken up. 
CR’s consultant felt that many homemakers 


According to an earlier bulletin of the Council, 
there is danger that a single hard brake ap- 
plication may lock the rear wheels just long 
enough to stall the engine; then the rear wheels 
remain in locked condition, and may cause a 
dangerous spin or skid. The hydraulic or fluid 
coupling devi es used on some cars prevent this 
particular type of trouble, as locking the rear 
wheels momentarily will not ‘kill’ the engine 


Hydraulic 


automatic, and 


and fluid couplings with standard, 
semiautomatic transmissions 
were found in the earlier publication to be more 
favorable in respect to control than regular clutch 
and transmission arrangements when stopping 
\s CR BULLETINS on automobiles have 


pointed out, however, there are other important 


on ice 
respects in which automatic transmissions tend 
toward reduced rather than improved certainty 
including driving under 


and safety in driving, 


winter conditions. 


Editor's Note: According to a recent trade jour 
nal item, the Am. Assn. o:1 Motor Vehicle Ad 
ministrators has regarded much advertising of 
snow tires as “‘dangerously misleading’ and has 
recommended action by the Federal Trade Com 
mission “in view of serious consequences olten 
resulting from exaggerated claims for any prod 


uct where traffic safety is concerned.” 


Sewing Machines 


might prefer to use the old-fashioned method 


of stitching diagonally across a six or eight 


inch square of sheeting and then pulling the 


; 


stitching from the ends. The tension is correct 
when both threads break and the cloth does not 
pur ker 


Che Singer Blind Stitch Attachment is one that 








The Adjust-A-Stitch tension gauge, showing device in 
a position to test bobbin thread tension. 
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will appeal to many women, especially thos 
who can do hand he miming only slowly, or whe 
heartily dislike 1 if Use of the device 
however, doesn't save much time when the time 
needed for attaching it and adjusting it is con 
sidered That at least was the opinion of twe 
women, one a home economist expert in sewing 
and the other in experi need home sewer, who 


used the attachment and reported to CR Ph 





device was easy toatt ich to the machine, ind the 
instructions wert \ » follow The results 
in hemming wert satislactory on most 
materials though ! ertain§ closely woven 
fabrics, such as stiff ravon faille, the stitch was 
too noticeabl Iwo of CR’s laboratory staff, 
who also used the attachment, found that some 
practice Was needed to get a good hem without 
stitching a fold into the right side of the material 


B. Intermediate 


——_ 
del A-1-S-50 (Miller Belt Mfg. C = 7. 


\ che ce tor aiding the homemaker The Singer Blind Stitch Attachment attached to a 
and lower tensions on a sewing sewing machine 
st instructions clear Co 


sometimes gave 
160616 I he 


S5 ludged 


blind stitches 


Two Convenient Devices for the Home Laundry 


lor ( realized th it use of suit ible equip nt Vit he Laundry Cart were It und by’ { I to he 
to use he nsion cord on the 


HH MANAGEMENT EXPERTS have Both the Proctor Cordminder and the Dennis 


ll save the housewife a great deal of time and convenent 


Ww 
enere lwo convenient aids in laundering have Cordminder made it possibl o use the troning 
been tested recently by CR, an tron-cord holdet board in many | tol ould not be 
and a laundry cart possible otherwise I i window 

The cord holder ts the f Cordmind when the wall or seDdo utl s would other 
device that seems to be wel vineered This be too tar \ | Che Cord 
has an extension cord and a unit containing rind Ss expensive 
socket electrical receptat le and vertical \ probablh not so expel 
cord support [he unit is fastened on the ironing pl wced wh 
table by ! ns ola screw clamp The imaund ibout 

lin , homes ' 


| 


ime made ot 


on duck 





Mary 


hoards in 


February 





A. Recommended 


Proctor Cordmind Vodel 50A 


Philadelphia 40) S4 \ de 


and vertical wire cord support. for 

Ironing board and an exten ion cord 6-tt. exter 
cord makes it possible to use an ironing board in 
advantageous spot in the roon The box 

the ce Vice carnes the lahel 


Laboratorie The device is for us 


Folding 


LMOST every family could use a portabl B. Intermediate 
table one that would serve as a picnic tbletop iil 
table in the summer, a toy-train platform perhaps 
it Christmas, and a table for ks on other ood top 

. ’ . nges, opens to 
occasions Faico folding table is such a table is 5 hing an 
stand ? i! higl wit! e-iIn diam 
small enough to be stored easily ind strone 


enough for use asad 


ews, Zit oated for rust resistance, witl 
. ining table. The wood parts, and the tops at x 29/16 x 30 in 
including the plywood top, however, were mad ey 

i - i“ SCs allt 

of wood of poor quality and were not even ivailable in Deluxe Models’ at $9.98 
moderately well finished; the edges were rough and $7.98 for a pair of horse The “De 
enough to snag clothing. A similarly constructed not actually better finished) ji 
table made of materials of good qu ility can be pens to 3x Sft IT he Deluxe 


assembled by almost any householder who is diameter, zin coated tubular 
handy with tools for less than the price ol the sect ind stand 30/ _des high P ‘ 
Falco, if one does not include a charge for the ppebe-agele ' i . shot gatoan 
, , os of both models, although zine coated, were 
time required to buy the parts and to do the be rustv when delivered. indicating a poor 


work of construction. 
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Off the Editor’s Chest 


ill labels 
experience 
in etlective 

experiment 
ir type ind leave 
whatever shirts he 
were we irable 
the consumer 
now what | . vu ind how to « 
example give 
men s wear jour! spring which pointed out 


that the same bric, from the same mill, with 


the same fil s| nd upin sport shirts lal led 


“Washable Washable, and “Dr 
( le an ( nly 


Consider the housewilt 


Ig 


plight of the vo 


! 
who was furnishing a new hom«e \n inexpensive 
ill that 


rug ! at $36.50 in an 8 x 10 size was 


she fel she could afford for the liv ny room 


A ve ur later, since he salesman had told her that 


it could be cleaned with soap ind water, she 


decided to send it to her local laundry because it 
was somewhat soiled. She now needs a new rug 


The inexpensive rug was made W th ; ’ per 


a paper fiber and split over 


whole length when the fiber became wet 


could have told het 


informed person 


“cleaning w th soap ind water” hasa ver 


oO textile people but there 


warning label on the rug that would have pu 


her on notice reg irding the special care necessar\ 


It ] no ony tail merchants dr cleaners 


ind laundry operators that are h iving to pacil 


irate consumers when thet textile irchases 


The manufacturers laundr 


equipment have also been obliged to give their 


turn out badly 


attention to the problem \t a conterence ot the 
N; tional Home | undry 
New York City last fall, the new techniques of 


laundering with conventional and 


Association hel n 


home 


matic washers, electric and gas dryers, electri 
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rons i { ) ! \ ! 11s l | ith college 
research wort borat technicians and 
home 


home econom women s 


magazit , al ! ; Although it was 


in wain that 


delicat blouses, blankets, girdles 
and Ca \ is well is work i-~day 
garment 1 be successfully washed in the 
new hom ndry equipment and dried eftec 
tively in the \ ‘ vhen the proper tech 
niques were used, th \ i clear implication 
running through the conference that women were 


having trouble with fabrics and were blaming 
the laundry equipment 
The earnest and lvwent women who gave 


ind | demonstrations on the 


papers 
essential methods fo sing the newest and most 
advanced laundry equipn cept stressing the 
point that good results were expected il 
the proper techniques for using the devices were 


follow d importance 


and they emphasized the 


of thoroughly instructing the homemaker to 
follow the manufacturer's directions for use ol 
the appliance Only briefly touched on was the 
labels telling 


rust how the varment n le ined 


need for informative and ite 


obvious that such i long 
toward helping the proper « 
ot garments an I xtil p them 
condition a mak . 1 he 
homemaker no ‘i | nirt labe led 
“Dry cl { in i. laundry would 
then have colors ran 
It is intet it t. not long 
Home nf ne an 


ol in ntere 


Lite? the 
imnouncement 
{ i . promotion ombin 

mn i¢ Ne “ Vor} . I i ‘ that n 

the products ol our compan Westing 
house irlington Mill rit Dre ind 
(,ertz Department Store rt | | I he 
ement 


wcordu 


main objective 
was to demonstrate that | ( ym the new 


fibers, such as nvlon, Orlon, an Dacron, could 
he safely washed in tumble ti ashers and 
dried nan elects dt I 

there has ilreads 


Sines idopted an 
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Acetate, and 
a vardstick has been pro- 


American Standard for Rayon, 
Mixed Fibers so that 
vided for evaluating textile performance, the 
consumer who is sold garments and household 
textiles that give unsatisfactory performance 
should really make an effort to get an improve 
ment in the present quality of textiles and to 
have them properly labeled, particularly with 
respect to cleaning and washing properties. The 
retailer, whether it is R. H. Macy & Co., Sears, 
Roebuck & Co., or a small local dress shop, is the 
channel through which a 


made 


omplaint should be 


regarding an unsatisfactory purchase 
Don't hesitate to take an unsatisfactory garment 
back. Then the matter will be referred back to 
the manufacturer (if the dealer is responsible, 


and cares to protect his customers’ interests, and 


his own business future the manufacturer im 
take it up with his fabrics 


Better Business Bureaus in 


are re ported to b 


turn will probably 
supplier or finisher 
some sections of the country 
taking an 
formance of garments, particularly) 
labeled It ma\ 

’ 


slump in textiles to make the manutacturers and 


interest in the unsatistactory pet 


those that 


are improperly take another 


other producers realize that consumers ire 


interested not only in style and appearance, but 
lasting qualities and performance in use ind 
cleaning, as well. On the other hand, if con 
vocal about their dis 


sumers are sufficiently 


satisfaction with unserviceable textiles, there 


may be an opportunity to improve the situation 
without another recession or decline in business 


activity in the textile field. 


Storage Space in the Home 


OME OWNERS, those who are planning to 
build, and many others who need more 
space for orderly and convenient storage will be 
interested in Extension Bulletin 436, Storage for 
Your Home, published by the Institute of Ag- 
ricultural Sciences, Extension Service, of The 
State College of Washington, at Pullman. This 
15-page booklet contains many suggestions, with 
shelf 
construction, that will 


diagrams dimensions, including 
heights, and 


enable the 


giving 

ideas tor 
householder to design and make 
efficient use of storage areas 

Che bulletin is attractively and well illustrated 
with line drawings showing, for example, the 
exact arrangement of shelves, hooks, rods, et 
and where particular articles are to be kept in 
Useful 
given in connection with building the storag« 
so that 


closets and cabinets suggestions are 
iterns, such as constructing bookshelves 


they are adjustable (metal shelf stripping, held 


build 


ing storage tor tovs trom crates or ply wood, et 


with screws, at each end of the cupboard 
Storage arrangements discussed include walk-in 
and wardrobe-type closets, a considerable variety 
of cabinets, shelving, and usefully divided drawer 
space Some of the storage arrangements ar 
unusual and ingenious 


Che discussion and drawings include carefull 


planned space tor storage of clothing, with 
shelves for hatboxes, hats, purses, shoes, under 
wear, and sweaters; a special closet arranged for 
work clothes with a removable rack on the floor 
where boots and rubbers will dry more quickly 
than if placed direc tly on the floor: fn childre n’s 
clothes closet and sectional cabinets for toys 
a dining room cabinet for linen, silverware, trays, 
and one for the toaster, waffle iron, dining sup 
plies, et« living room cabinets are arranged to 
store books, magazines, radio, record player and 
records, card table, et shelf and drawet space 
are shown for convenient storage of bedding; an 
sewing supplies and 


adequate cupboard lor 


equipment; closets or cabinets for cleaning 
supplies and equipment and for ironing equip 
ment, ironing boards, table leaves, and a step- 


ladder 


depth of shelves and inter-shelf space for various 


shelf space with measurements given for 


sized cans and jars olf canned foods ig irden 


equipment ibinet, with an illustration sug 


stored 


esting a convenient arrangement of the 


I ikes, ho clippers sp! 


lawn mower, hose 
ind SO on 
Singl Bulletin 436 


witho it 


comes ol | xtension 
availabk to charge 1por 
request addressed to The State ( ollege of Wash 


Pullman, Wash 


anvornme 


ington, Extension Service, 


30 @ CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ JANUARY, 1953 





Ratings of Motion Pictures 


HIS section aims to give critical consumers 


digest of opinion from a wide range of mo 


tion picture reviews, including the motion pi 


ture trade press, leading newspapers and m 


zines some 19 different periodicals in all 


ih 


Phe 


motion picture ratings which follow thus do not 


represent the udement of a single person 
are based on in analvsis of critics’ reviews 
lhe sources ol the reviews are 


cs who have 


recommenaed 


commended or 


14-18), and 
( h lime 


re as follow 


Above and Beyond 

Actors and Sin 

Affair in Trinidad 

Affairs of a Model (Swedish 

African Treasure 

All Because of Sally (formerly 
Sally and St. Anne 

Amazing Mr. Fabre, The 
French 

Androcles and the Lion 

Angel Street (British 

Angelo in the Crowd (Italian 

Anna (Italian 

Apache Country 

Apache War Smoke 

April in Paris 

Arctic Flight 

Army Bound 

Assignment Paris 

Bad and the Beautiful, The 

Bal Tabarin 

Barbed Wire 

Battle Zone 

Beauty and the Devil 

Because of You 

Because You're Mine mus-d 

Behind Closed Shutters (Italian 

Bela Lugosi Meets a Brooklyr 
Gorilla cri-¢ 


but 
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Berliner, The 

Beware, My Lovely 

Big Jim McLain 

Big Sky, The 

Black Castle, The 

Black Hills Ambush 

Black Lash, The 

Blazing Forest, The 

Bloodhounds of Broadway 

Blue Canadian Rockies 

Bonzo Goes to College 

Brandy for the Parson (British 

Brave Don't Cry, The (British 

Breakdown 

Breaking Through the Sound 
Barrier (British 

Brigand, The 

Cage of Gold (British 

Cairo Road (British 

alifornia Conquest 

aptain Black Jack (British 

laptain Pirate 

aptive Women 

faribbean 

lasque d'Or (French 

‘inerama 

liff of Sin, The (Italian 

onfidence Girl 

rimson Pirate, The 

ripple Creek 

upboard Was Bare, The 
French 
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( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
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Danger is a Woman (French 
Dark Man, The (British 
David (British 
Desert Pursuit 
Desperadoes’ Outpost 
Devil Makes Three, The 
Diplomatic Courier 
Don't Bother to Knock 
Dreamboat 
Duel at Silver Creek, The 
Eight Iron Men 
Everything I have is Yours. mw 
Face to Face 
Fall of Berlin, The (USSR 
Fall of the House of Usher, 

rhe (British 
Fargo 
Father's Dilemma (Italian 
Fearless Fagan 
Feudin’ Fools 
Flat Top va 
Flowers of St. Francis (Italian 
Fourposter, The 
Franchise Affair, The (British 
Francis Goes to West Point 
French Way, The (French 
Glory Alley 
Gods of Bali 
Gold Fever 
Golden Hawk, The 
Hangman’'s Knot 
Hans Christian Anderson 
Happy Time, The 
Has Anybody Seen My 

Gal? 
Hellgate 


CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ 





~— ew 


—_— — 
~ . 
~~ OOwWK ON we wes 


— ew UI aw OO 


Here Come the Marines 
Hideout, The (British) 
Hold That Line 
Holiday for Sinners 
Horizons West 

Hour of 13, The 
Hurricane Smith 


cri-mei 


com AY‘ 


mys-me 


ad 


I Dream of Jeanie mus-biog-« 


Iron Mistress, The 

Island Rescue (British) war 
It Grows on Trees 

Ivanhoe 

Ivory Hunter (British) 


Julius Caesar 
Jumping Jacks 
Junction City mu 
Jungle, The 

Just Across the Street 

Just for You 

Kansas City Confidential 
Kansas Territory 

Katy's Love Affair (British) 
Kid from Broken Gun, The 


La Forza del Destino (Italian 
Lady in the Iron Mask 
Last Train from Bombay 
Leonardo da Vinci 
Life Begins Tomorrow (French 
Life of Donizetti, The 
(Italian) 
Limelight 
Lion and the Horse, The 
Loan Shark 
Lost in Alaska 
Lovely to Look At mu 
Loyola The Soldier Saint 
(Spanish) 
Lure of the Wilderness 
Lusty Men, The 
Lydia Bailey 


Magic Box, The (British) 

Magic Sword, The ( Yugoslav) 

Man from the Black Hills, The 

Merry Widow, The mu 

Merry Wives of Windsor 
(German) 

Million Dollar Mermaid 

Miracle of Our Lady of 
Fatima, The 

Miss Italy (Italian) 

Monkey Business 

Montana Belle 

Montana Incident 

Montana Territory 

My Man and I 

My Pal Gus 

My Wife's Best Friend 

Night Raiders 

Night without Sleep 

0. Henry's Full House 

Old Oklahoma Plains mus 

One Minute to Zero 

Operation Secret 

Outpost in Malaya 

Park Row 

Path of Hope (Italian) 

Plymouth Adventure 

Pony Soldier 

Prisoner of Zenda, The 

Promoter, The (British) 

Raiders, The 

Rainbow ‘Round My 


war-mu 


mel 


com 


wes 


ct 


m1 ite 


biog-< 


dr-« 


wes AY( 


war-mei 


war-dr 


mei 


Shoulder mus-com-« 


Ride the Man Down 
Ring, The 


Road to Bali mus-co 


A 
A 
A 
A 

1 


32 @ CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ JANUARY, 


1953 


Rose Bowl Story, The 
Rough, Tough West, The... mu 


Savage, The 

Savage Triangle (French 

Scarlet Angel 

Scotland Yard Inspector 
(British) 

Sea Tiger 

Secret Flight (British) 

Secret People (British) 

She's Working Her Way 
Through College 

Sky Full of Moon 

Snows of Kilimanjaro, The 

Somebody Loves Me 

Something for the Birds 

Son of Ali Baba 

Son of Paleface 

South Pacific Trail mu 

Springfield Rifle war-n 

Stars and Stripes Forever. mu 

Steel Trap, The 

Stolen Face 

Stooge, The 

Story of Will Rogers, The 

Strange Fascination 

Strange Ones, The (French 


Stranger in Between, The (British 


Strollers, The (French 
Sudden Fear 
Thief, The 
Thief of Venice, The (Italian 
Thirst of Men, The (French 
Three for Bedroom C 
Three Sinners (French 
Thunder in the East 
Thunderbirds 
Thundering Caravans 
Topaze (French 
Toughest Man in Arizona 
Train of Events (British 
Tromba, the Tiger Man 
German 
Tropical Heat Wave 
Turning Point, The 
Under the Paris Sky 
Under the Red Sea 
Untamed Frontier 
Untamed Women 


French 


Volcano (Italian 
Voodoo Tiger 
Voyage to America (French 


WAC from Walla Walla, The 

Wagon Team 

Wagons West 

Wait Till the Sun Shines, 
Nellie 

Washington Story, The 

Water Birds 

Way of a Gaucho 

We're Not Married 

What Price Glory? 

Where's Charley? 

White Corridors (British 

Wild Heart, The 

Wild Stallion 

Willy and Joe Back at the 
Front 

Winning Team, The 

Woman of the North Country 

World in His Arms, The 

Yankee Buccaneer 

You Can't Beat the Irish 
(British 

You for Me 

Young Wives’ Tale (British 





The Consumers Observation Post 


Continued f t page 4 


Claimed that a study made among boys at Boys’ Town, Neb., | had used 
Chlorodent dentifrice, had indicated a dramatic lowering < the incidence 
of gingivitis, an inflammation of gum tissues. The A.D.A. officials pointed 
out that the advertisements were based on an unpublished manuscript and 
that furthermore the claims made for Chlorodent were not in conformity with 
the careful and moderate statements in the manuscript Scientific findings 
are rarely spectacular, and readers of advertisements will be well advised 
to exhibit extreme skepticism toward all such attempts to pervert science 
to advertising uses. The ad men just don’t know the language or the point 
of view of the men of science and technology 

> * * 

SOIL CONDITIONERS have been the subject of some splashy advertising 
suggesting that wonderful results will be accomplished by the home gardener 
who uses this or that particular brand. Various state and federal officials 
have begun to catch their breath after the first sales onslaught and are re- 
ported to be looking over some advertising claims with a critical eye In 
Virginia, the Department of Agriculture has warned farmers and gardeners 
that one of these new products by the name of Loamium does not comply with 
the state fertilizer standards, according to Business Week. The department 
reported that tests showed that Loamium contained only 5.23 percent int 
food, not 45 percent as the label claimed. In Virginia, any fertilizer: 
sold in the state must contain at least 18 percent plant food 

> > * 

SUPPLIES OF USED AUTOMOBILES ARE AMPLE In fact, ie term "over- 
supply" was frequently heard at the annual convention of used car dealers 
last fall This state of affairs means that the prospective purchaser will 





Our subscribers wrote this ad for us! 


We could tell you a lot about the usefulness of current edition of Consumers’ Research that | am requesting 
copies with similar information for 1946, 1947, 1948, 1949, 


Consumers’ Research Bulletin in making a wise soso 195% 

selection and its helpfulness in aiding you to save 

time and money, particularly on major purchases. — Homemaker, Fort Worth, Texas: | have just received your 
But instead of doing the talking, we'll just let Annual Cumulative Bulletin and | wish to tell you how much 


enthusiastic subscribers speak for themselves. | have enjoyed it. | only wish | had known about your 
organization years ago. My husband is as enthusiastic as | 


am and was especially interested in your information con 


Homemaker, Stockbridge, Mich.: We make a practice of 
cerning automobiles 


studying CR Bulletin before we buy new equipment and feel 
that we have been saved many ‘unfortunate mistakes." 
Army Officer, APO San Francisco, Calif.: | enjoy CR Bulle 
Nurse, Milwaukee, Wisc.: Before | spend $300 for a sewing tin very much and expect to make considerable use of the 
machine, | want some expert unbiased advice and | have a information therein on my return since | will be purchasing 
great deal of faith in your opinions having been a subscriber items such as refrigerator, stove, and washing machine. Your 
clear comparison of desirable features and costs greatly 
facilitates the purchase of these necessary item Your 
State Inspector, San Diego, Calif.: We, like many other magazine is worth its ‘weight in gold” literally 

people have learned through sad experience that quality 

workmanship, dependability, and value are not assured just Homemaker, Malvern, Penna.: | wish to express our admira 
because an article is well advertised. For several years now tion and appreciation for your publication. We call it our 
however, CR Bulletins have been our buying guide, and family bible and make use of the information in it constantly 
during that time we have not gone wrong on any of our 

major purchases For information about subscription rates, please 
Executive, Shipbuilding Corp., New York City: | am so im turn the pege. You will find details of prices and 
pressed with your detailed information On automobiles in the a handy order blank for your immediate use 


for many years 
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have plenty to choose from and may expect t 
According to The Wall Street Journal, price 
percent lower this year than the prices pre 
to keep in mind that better bargains can be 
March than during the big selling season in 
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WITH THE SEASON OF SNIFFLES and runny 

to consider cold "cures The noted physic 
points out that 50 percent of apparent cold 
that recovery is rapid Studies have demon 
remedies for colds are ineffective or make 

ports that taking a laxative is not 
periments have demonstrated that aspirin, q 
patent medicines, cold shots or vaccines, a 
antibiotics have all failed to give conclus 
periments on human beings, giving treatment 
pills" to the other half, the "bread pills" 
ticular medication under scrutiny 
found effective is a mixture of codeine and 
very properly, available only on prescripti 
* 


* * 


NEW OR NEWLY TESTED: 
Foto Murals of 

Los Angeles 35) Muralette 
and white murals, 90 in. x 180 in $39 .50 
doors scenes on their walls instead of wall 
coverings, these products provide a compara 
views of western lakes, mountains, and ocea 
graphic enlargements, but ar what might be 
and they are less expensive than some 
may be mounted at home by a skilled amateur 
The larger mural which comes Six tion 
matched together should be hung by 
These Foto Murals effective in giving a 
room, particularly one that has no outlook, 
a city office with an unattractive view 


Murals 
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Consumers’ Research, Inc. 
Washington, N. J. 


Please enter my order as checked. It is under- 
stood that my handling of any CR material 
which is marked ‘The analyses of commodities, 
products, or merchandise appearing in this issue 
of the Consumers’ Research Bulletin are for the 
sole information of Consumers’ Research sub- 
scribers’’ will be in accordance with that direc- 
tion. 

WITH 


BEGIN SUBSCRIPTION 


SIGN IN I 


PLEASE 
STREET 
CITY & ZONE 
PROFESSION 


BUSINESS OR 
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o find prices somewhat lower 

for used cars will be 10 to 15 

vailing in May 1952 It is wise 
found in January, February, and 
the summer months 
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upon us, it 1S appropriate 
ian, Dr. Walter C. Alvarez, 
s abort in their early stages so 
strated that many of the pet 
matters worse. Dr. Alvarez re- 
for colds, and that ex- 
uinine, whisky, hot lemonade, 
ntihistaminics and even the new 
ively positive results In ex- 
to the group and "bread 
helped just as many as the 
treatment that Dr 


Alvarez 
papaverine, which, however, 


s half 
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has 
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ifornia, 8921 W 
30 in. in color, $25; 
For those who like 
paper or other customary w 
tively inexpensive 
They are not actual 
called a reasonable fac 
wallpapers The smaller si 
or handyman about the house 
that need to be carefully 
paper hanger for best su 
nse of greater space in 
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such as a basement 


Please check your preference: 


I enclose $5.00 (Canada & foreign, $5.50) for 

one year's subscription to Consumers’ Re- 
search Bulletin monthly (12 issues) AND the 
forthcoming 1953-54 Annual Cumulative Bul- 
letin when it is ready in September 1953. 


New Renewal 


I enclose $3 (Canada & foreign, $3.50) for 
one year’s subscription to Consumers’ Re- 
search Bulletin monthly (12 issues). 


New Renewal 


I enclose $3.25 (Canada & foreign, $3.50) for 

a subscription to the forthcoming 1953-54 
Annual Cumulative Bulletin alone when it is 
ready in September 1953. 


I enclose $2.00 (Canada & foreign, $2.25) for 

a copy of the forthcoming 1953-54 Annual 
Cumulative Bulletin when it is ready in Sep- 
tember 1953. Since I am a subscriber to Con- 
sumers’ Research Bulletin (12 issues), I am 
entitled to the special rate. 
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Although nearly all new releas 


high ratings 


Bach, C. 


Opera 


Berlioz: 
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Offenbach: | 


‘ im 


Prokofiev: | 
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Puccini: 
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Strauss: 
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Interpretation A 
Fidelity of Recording AA 


the current 
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equipped 
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Interpretation A 
Fidelity of Recording AA 


' Interpretation A 
Fidelity of Recording A 
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Interpretation A 
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Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA 
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serious music are heard 


GRUENINGER 


41, recom mended; }, intermediate { 


to 


, not recommended 


space narrows comment, generally items which merit 
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Weber 


operatic ¢ 
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Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording A 


Tchaikovsky: Symp! ‘ 
Orchestra under Kubelik 
\nothe uperiofr pert 
recent Columb vlad rt 


riiat 


i release 
Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA 
Verdi: La Traviata ‘ enti, Po Che 
Rice 6 199.98 $8 47 
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OTHER LP’S HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
(for interpretation and for fidelity) 
BARTOK Mozart: nata (K570) and 


ind Fanta ind Fugu K 394 Kirk 
BRS 912 


Kk 499 


1Rrt 


“i 
century plano 


COLUMBIA usic by Strau 


under Ormandy ML 4589 


ANIA l'chaikovsky: 
e National Theatre 
RLP 404 


WESTMINSTER 
Piano, Op. § 
5170 
Schmidt: Quint 
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